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range of 12 or 15 leagues of mountains, upon which
the Sun beats all day, and by hills on the Southern
or Meridian shore, which forms a port that can se-
curely harbor twenty thousand ships, being twenty
fathoms deep at its entrance, a league and a half in
width, and four leagues long, extending to an island
which is a French league in circumference: here I
have sometimes seen swimming at ease a medium-
sized Whale, which came in with the tide at eight
o’clock every morning. Furthermore, there can be
caught in this port, in their season, great quantities
of herring, smelt, sardines, barbels, codfish, seals and
other fish; and as to shell-fish, there is an abundance
of lobsters, crabs, palourdes, cockles, mussels, snails,
and porpoises. But whoever is disposed to go beyond
the tides of the sea will find in the river quanti-
ties of sturgeon and salmon, and will have plenty of
sport in landing them. Now, to return to our story;
When Sieur de Poutrincourt arrived [6 i.e. 16] there,
he found his buildings entire, the Savages (as these
people have been called up to the present) not hav-
ing touched them in any way, even the furniture re-
maining as we had left it. Anxious about their old
friends, they asked how they were all getting along,
calling each individual by his name, and asking why
such and such a one had-not come back. This shows
the great amiability of these people, who, having
seen in us only the most humane qualities, never flee
from us, as they do from the Spaniard in this whole
new world. And consequently by a certain gentle-
ness and courtesy, which are as well known to them
as to us, it is easy to make them pliant to all our
wishes, and especially so in regard to Religion, of
which we left them some good impressions when we



